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From Babylon the arts and sciences travelled to Africa. Here the
Egyptians took them in hand until the Greeks had at last reached
a sufficiently high degree of civilization to appreciate the beauty
of a geometrical problem and the loveliness of a perfectly balanced
equation. From that moment on we can speak of a truly
* European' science. But that truly European science had had an
Asiatic ancestor which had lived and prospered more than 2000
years before.
And Asia bestowed further blessings upon us. The domestic
animals, the dog and the cat and the useful quadrupeds, the docile
cow and the faithful horse, together with the sheep and the hog,
were all of them of Asiatic origin. When we think of the part
played by these useful creatures during the era before the invention
of the steam-engine, we begin to realize the debt we owe to Asia.
To which we must add the greater part of our bill-of-fare, for
practically all of our fruits and vegetables, most of our flowers, and
practically all of our poultry is of Asiatic origin and was brought
to Europe by the Greeks, the Romans, or the Crusaders.
Ada, however, was not always a Lady Bountiful, carrying rich
blessings from the banks of the Ganges and the Yellow River to
the poor barbarians of the West Asia could also be a terrible task-
master. The Huns, who during the fifth century ravaged central
Europe, were of Asiatic origin. The Tartars, who followed them
seven centuries later and turned Russia into an Asiatic dependency
to the everlasting detriment of all the other European nations,
hailed from the desert regions of central Asia. The Turks, who
during five long centuries caused so much bloodshed and misery
and made eastern Europe into what it is to-day, were an Asiatic
tribe. And another hundred years may see a united Asia once
more upon the war path and eager to repay us for some of the
things we have done to her children since Berthold Schwartz
invented his gunpowder.